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the recognition of that fact, the establish-
ment of  simple   and   kind   relations  with
every  single   person   with   whom' one   is
brought into contact, the   one  engrossing
aim of life.   Thus the essence of Christianity
is in a sense artistic, because it depends
upon freely recognising   the   beauty both
of the natural world and the human spirit.
There are enough hints of this in the Gospel,
in the tender observation of Christ, His love
of flowers, birds, children, the fact that He
noted and reproduced in  His stories   the
beauty of the homely business of life, the
processes  of husbandry in field  and vine-
yard, the care of the sheepfold, the move-
ment of the street, the games of boys and
girls, the little festivals of life, the wedding
and the party;  all these things appear in
His talk, and if more of it were recorded,
there would undoubtedly be more of such
things.    It is true that as  opposition and
strife   gathered   about  Him,   there falls a
darker and  sadder spirit upon   the   page,
and the anxieties and ambitions of His fol-
lowers reflect themselves in the record of
denunciations and censures.    But we must
not be misled by this into thinking that the
message is thus obscured.